Outline of Rev. 4

Rev. 4:1-7: describes the 15 “doorways” into understanding God’s beauty as seen
around His throne. There are 5 main subjects that give us a dynamic picture of God’s
beauty.

1. The ultimate reality: God’s Life (Spirit), Throne, and Person (Rev. 4:2)

2. The beauty of God: what He Looks like, Feels like, and Acts like (Rev. 4:3).

3. The beauty of God’s partner: the Church Enthroned, Robed, and Crowned (Rev.
4:4).

4. God and His people in unity: manifestations of power (Lightning, Thunder,
Sounds; Rev. 4:5a).

5. The Spirit’s fire: on the Throne, the Seraphim and the Saints (Rev. 4:5b-7; 15:2)

Rev. 4:1-6 Behold, a door standing open in heaven....the first voice which | heard was
like a trumpet...saying, "Come up here, and | will show you things which must take
place.” | was in the Spirit and...Throne set in heaven, and One sat on the Throne.
He...was like a jasper and a sardius stone...there was a rainbow around the Throne...
Around the Throne were 24 thrones... I saw 24 elders...in white robes; they had
crowns... From the Throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps
of fire were burning... Before the Throne there was a sea of glass...around the Throne,
were four living creatures...

Rev. 4:8-10: describes the foundational song or the ultimate song of the heavenly
symphony as the seraphim cry, “Holy, holy, holy.” It is the song of which all the other
songs flow out of. The word “holy” means transcendent beauty. Those nearest the throne
are the seraphim who are awestruck. This is the inevitable response that is produced by
gazing on God’s beauty. The revelation of God’s beauty always produces fascination
which produces happy holiness.

Rev. 4:11: is the first “worthy” song. The elders cry, ""You are worth it God! You
deserve it! This is how much you are worth to me.” After the Father's beauty had been
revealed and His worth declared, then His plan for His Son and created order comes into
light (Rev. 5). The two main dimensions in worship are God’s beauty and worth, which
will be declared continually forever.

The worth of Jesus becomes the main focus in Rev. 5:9 and 12. These are the only two
songs specifically declaring Jesus’ “worth” in Scripture. Why? What it costs Him to be
slain is revealed in knowing the beauty He possessed before He was slain. We see the
transcendent beauty of the second person of the Trinity, who became man. The worthy
one of Rev. 5:9 and 12 is seen as the innocent man becomes a slain lamb. He became a
criminal under God’s judgment so you and | could be exalted into the glory of God. We
understand that the innocent man was in such weakness compared to His former glory, in
the fullness of the Godhead. He died for us, thus we cry, "You are worth it! To know
where Jesus descended from and where He is exalting us to changes the way we cry out,
“worthy is the Lamb.”



